Hereditary Melkersson-Rosenthal syndrome and multiple sclerosis.
The revision of MEDLINE from 1966 to 2003 did not report any association between multiple sclerosis (MS) and Melkersson-Rosenthal syndrome (MRS). This is a case report of a 51-year-old woman, with history of four recurrent Bell's palsies. In 1999 she developed a right facial paralysis due to a supranuclear pyramidal lesion with right monoparesis. The family history showed five relatives with recurrent Bell's paralysis and plicata tongue. right Bell's paralysis, left supranuclear facial paralysis, furrowed tongue, right hemiparesis with pallor of the optic disks. Brain magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) demonstrated the typical lesions of MS and CSF oligoclonal bands. This is the first observation of a patient with hereditary MRS and MS. The link between both diseases is discussed.